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Contents

ÅOverview é Contents & Contexts for IR

ÅExamples of C&C for IR applications

ÅThe SenseCam definition, background and 
applications;

ïSenseCam usage issues;

ïStructuring SenseCam images;

ïDetermining event importance;

ïUser interface to a lifelog of images;

ÅContent & Context é itôs now the default for 
information management !
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Content / Context

ÅGood information access is about knowing who 
is seeking information, what they already 
know, why they search, what they want to do, 
by when, other constraints, etc.;

ÅThis is user context;

ÅGood IR systems know much about their 
information, can find similar information, know 
about related information, know about other 
resources, can use a range of modalities & can 
package their outputs;

ÅThis is ñdocumentò context;

ÅGreat information access combines user 
context and user information needs with 
document context and document content, 
matching them all;
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ÅThe search engine application is to locate 
ñthingsò which are similar to my query;

Åé but the retrieval scenario é locate ñthingsò 
which are relevant to me now;

ÅKnowing this is not new and this is where the 
white heat of IR research is at é figuring out 
what user context is, how to capture it, and 
what to do with it;

ÅDocument context é we already do some of;
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User

No context       Much context

No context      Early IR

Documents

Some context

No knowledge of user, documents independent
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User

No context       Much context

No context

Documents

Some context      Current

Web IR

No user context but document links,

PageRanks, URL path lengths, 
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User

No context       Much context

No context Assisted IR

Documents

Some context

Information intermediaries learn the user and their needs 

and use information skills to navigate

(libraries)
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User

No context       Much context

No context

Documents

Some context

This is where we want to be -

combining context with content
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Context and Content: MediAssist

ÅAs an example é personal photo 
management in MediAssist
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